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Helping with reading

What Does It Mean?
From the earliest days, talk with your child about what you are reading. You
might point to pictures and name what is in them. When he is ready, have him do
the same. Ask him, for example, if he can find the little mouse in the picture, or
do whatever is fun and right for the book. Later on, as you read stories, read
slowly and stop now and then to think aloud about what you've read.
From the time your child is able to talk, ask him such questions about the story
as, "What do you think will happen next?" or "Do you know what a palace is?"
Answer his questions and, if you think he doesn't understand something, stop
and talk more about what he asked.
Don't worry if you occasionally break the flow of a story to make clear
something that is important. However, don’t stop so often that the child loses
track of what is happening in the story.
Becoming a Reader -- Helping Your Child Become a Reader

Every step a child takes toward learning to read leads to another. Bit by bit, the
child builds the knowledge that is necessary for being a reader. Over their first
6 years, most children














Talk and listen.
Listen to stories read aloud.
Learn how to handle books.
Learn about print and how it works.
Identify letters by name and shape.
Identify separate sounds in spoken language.
Write with scribbles and drawing.
Connect single letters with the sounds they make.
Connect what they already know to what they hear read.
Predict what comes next in stories and poems.
Connect combinations of letters with sounds.
Recognise simple words in print.
Sum up what a story is about.





Write words.
Write sentences.
Write to communicate.

Children can take more than one of these steps at the same time. This list of
steps, though, gives you a general idea of how your child will progress toward
reading.
Reading at home
Individual reading progress is encouraged and monitored. The children are
provided with the opportunity to read a range of books at school using core
scheme reading books and supporting colour band readers. Progress is monitored
on the child's reading development card and class work books. Children are
encouraged to take their books home so that parents can participate in shared
reading with their children.
School library books are loaned to support the child's reading development and
enquiry and investigation skills

How to encourage your child to read
Read yourself! Show a good example by talking about the reading you do at work
and at home. Let your child know that reading is an important part of your life.
Keep books safe. Make your child their own special place to keep their books in
their bedroom.
Visit your library – it’s free to join! As well as taking out story books, use
visits to the library as a time to find books and CD ROMs about your child’s
hobbies and interests.
Make time to read. Set aside a time for reading for the family – after school
or before bedtime. Encourage independent reading but don’t be afraid to still
tell a bedtime story.
Don’t just read books. Encourage your child to read newspapers, TV guides,
comics and magazines. Ask your child to find out information from the Yellow
Pages, the Internet, cookery books, etc.
Let your child read with younger children. Encourage them to read to other
members of the family.

Keep in touch with school. Make sure your child swaps their home reading
books regularly at school and try to make a regular time slot of about 10
minutes to hear them read.
Be positive! Praise your child for trying hard at their reading. Let them know
it’s all right to make mistakes.
Make the story come to life. Encourage your child to read with expression.
This will help them read more fluently.
Ask lots of questions about the story. What would you have done if you
were…….? Does this book remind you of anything that has happened to you? Can
you guess what is going to happen next?

Recommended reads:

Age 5 – 7
The Gruffalo

Free Mog activity sheets

Ricky Gervais' Flanimals freebies

Fairy tales: Once upon a time...

Adventure Box: Little beasts story

Recommended reads

Age 7 – 11
Where's Wally?

The Journey to Darkest Somewhere

Meet the Wimpy Kid!
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Book samples / recommendations are taken from the National Literacy
Trust website.

Look for Books!
The books that you pick to read with your child are very important. If you
aren't sure of what books are right for your child, ask a librarian to help you
choose titles.
Visiting the Library
Libraries offer more than books. They are places of learning and discovery for
everyone. Ask at the library about getting a library card in your child's name
and, if you don't already have one, get a card for yourself.
The Librarian
Introduce yourself and your child to your librarian.
Librarians can help you to select the best books that
are both fun and suitable for your child's age level.
They can also show you the other programs and
services the library has to offer.
Books...and More
In addition to a wealth of books, your library most
likely will have tapes and CDs of books, musical CDs and
tapes, movies, computers that you can use, and many more resources.
Summer Reading
After the school year is over, some children may forget what they have learned
about reading. Libraries help keep children interested in reading by offering
summer programs. Children from early elementary school to high school read
books on their own. A teacher or librarian may give a child a diary or log in which
he writes what he read during the summer. And, because reading aloud is so
important to promoting a love of reading, many libraries offer "Read-to-Me"
clubs for preschool and younger children.

